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Identity Theft

Seminar Objectives

Learn:

ÁWhat identity theft is

ÁHow crooks get your personal information

ÁWhen you have to give SSN, and when to say ñnoò

ÁHow to minimize risk of ID theftðonline and offline

ÁTips to protect yourself from phishing and pharming attacks

ÁWarning signs that you may be a victim of ID theft

ÁWhat to do if youôre a victim and where to get help
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What is identity theft?

It occurs when someone uses your:

ÁName

ÁSocial Security number

ÁOther identifying information

é without your permission,

to establish new accounts in your name.
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How many victims?

ÁOne in five consumers (19%)
Experian-Gallup Personal Credit Index, Oct. 2006

Á2007: 8.4 million

2006: 8.9 million

2005: 9.3 million

2003: 10.1 million
Javelin Strategy and Research Survey Feb. 2007

Á3.6 million families during first six months of 2004

(3% of U.S. households)
Dept. of Justice, April 2006
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Impact on victims

ÁDamaged credit record

ÁLoss of job opportunities

ÁRefused loans for education, housing, or cars

The average victim é

ÁSpent 30-60 hours resolving problems

ÁSpent between $500 to $1,200 dealing with the rip-off

ÁSaid the perpetrator got $10,200 in cash, goods, or 
services


